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Parting between King Robert and Bertha. 

By JEAN PAUL LAURENS. 

Now on Exhibition at Reichard & Co.’s Art Rooms, 226 Fifth Ave. 

* qyt, 

Robert I. of France, son of Hugh Capet, (born A.D.996, died 1031,) 
the introducer into France of religious music, had married his fourth 
cousin, Bertha, widow of Count Otto I., to whose child he had been god¬ 
father. Thus she was in two ways within the forbidden degrees. 
Fondly attached to her, the king had vainly sought to propitiate the 
Pope, Gregory V., who, in A.D. 998, laid the kingdom under the ban, 
and the bishops in council excommunicated the king and queen. King 
Robert protested against the papal bull, and disregarded it, but his 
superstitious people, frightened at the excommunication, begged the 
king to obey the Pope. After a severe struggle the king yielded, and 
put away his wife, influenced perhaps by the general belief in the 
approaching end of the world, which made him more willing to bear his 
cross for a short time. 

This picture, which is the sequel to the. artist’s picture in the 
Luxembourg gallery representing the pronouncing of the excommunica¬ 
tion by the bishops, portrays the moment of the separation, when the 
queen, having laid down her crown and royal mantle, is about to de¬ 
part, but casts a final look at her adored husband, who covers his face 
that he may not again see her and fall into her arms. 
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